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Incident/Event:  Scammers and Fraud Schemes  
Date:   
Location:   
Investigated by:  Corporal George Jadue 
Involved:   

 
Mount Olive Police has seen a recent uptick in fraud cases and attempts to scam our citizens. While 
these cases are increasing over the past months, education and awareness can help all citizens 
avoid being a victim. Common scams include but are not limited to: Social Security Administration 
claiming your account is locked or there is a warrant out for your arrest; a relative is in jail and needs 
bail; any claim that a debt can be paid by gift cards or green dot cards; and unemployment scams.  
Mount Olive Police advise all citizens to be suspicious if anyone contacts them by phone or asks 
for money or personal information for any purpose. The best reaction is to disconnect from the caller 
and block future phone calls. Citizens are encouraged to contact police if they believe they provided 
information or money for a fraudulent purpose. Corporal George Jadue complied more information 
to avoid being a victim and who to contact if you suspect you are a victim. The information can also 
be located on the Mount Olive Police website at Police Department | Mount Olive NJ 
(mountolivetwpnj.org) .  
 
 
SCAMMERS – KNOW WHAT THEY WANT FROM YOU 
 
If you see a home rental for prices too good to be true, it probably is: 
 

News Release 
The following has been authorized for immediate 
release to the public. Any requests for additional 
information should be made to the Public 
Information Officer or a Staff Officer. 
 
Members of the news media are asked to respect 
the privacy of crime victims. 
 

Stephen Beecher, Chief of Police 
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 *** See narratives for further information *** 
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What scammers do: Scammers are copying photos of legitimate rentals, posting a fake add, 
typically with a low price and asking you to provide personal information and some form of online 
payment.  Payment is usually requested as gift cards or through an online mobile payment 
application. 
 
What do you do: Look up the property on a secondary site in an attempt to confirm the listing’s 
validity and contact the person over the phone.  Ask to meet at the home so you can view the rental 
in person and if they tell you a story as to why they cannot comply with this request, it is most likely 
a scam.  Never provide your personal information until you have confirmed the rental and been 
provided with a contract.  A safe alternative to online listing is to utilize a licensed real estate agent.   
 
 
 
Your relative was taken into custody/arrested and needs bail money: 
 
What scammers do: They contact you via phone and use the name of a relative, which they 
commonly obtain through your social media, and say that the relative was arrested and needs bail 
money.  They will almost always ask that payment be made with gift cards.   
 
What do you do: Hang up and call your relative to make sure they are ok. You may also call the 
police for additional help or guidance. Remember, no law enforcement agency or court in the United 
States accepts gift cards as payment.  You may actually see your relative’s phone number appear 
on your phone. Scammers can easily do this using simple applications on their phone and don’t 
take this as proof that your relative has been arrested.    
 
 
 
Social security is calling and saying that your account is locked: 
 
What do scammers do:  They use a service, similar to the one mentioned above, to mask their 
actual phone number.  The scammer is able to disguise their phone number with a legitimate phone 
number, such as the Social Security Administration’s actual phone number.  They then contact you 
from this fraudulent number and attempt to convince you that your social security account is locked 
and your benefits are on hold. 
 
What do you do:  This is false and the Social Security Administration would not contact you via 
phone or ask for personal information over the phone.  If you receive one of these calls hang up the 
phone.  The safer way to handle any social security needs is to register online at the social security 
website (https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/) where you can manage all of your benefits.  
 
Bottom line: Don’t give anyone you did not call yourself your personal information.  If 
suspicious, get a phone number, look it up, and call them back.  If anyone asks to get paid 
in the form of a gift card, it’s a scam. 
 
Anyone seeking additional information on common scams can call the Mount Olive Township Police 
Department at 973-691-0850. More information is also made available by the FBI at 
https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety. 
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